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per month per house according to the amount of work, the
locality and the status of the jctjman. Generally, rates vary
from 8 as. to Re. 1 per house in civil lines and from 2 to 4 as. in
old quarters of the town. In the Punjab and certain western
districts of the U.P. it is customary to give a Bhangi a roti a day
and about Rs. 2 per annum. The monthly income from work of
this nature varies from Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 in the case of a family
working in old quarters while that of a family working in civil
lines will vary from Rs. 8 to Rs. 15.

Total Income

Thus the income of a family of average size having one
person employed in a local body may be estimated at Rs. 10 in
the case of Bhangis living in small towns. As already indicated,
incomes in big towns and cities are somewhat higher. In such
places the income of a family working in old quarters will vary
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 per month, while in the case of a family
working in civil lines it will vary from Rs. 10 to Rs. 20. But in every
important town we come across Bhangi families (about 20 per
cent) who manage to make both ends meet with difficulty.
They do not either have enough jajmans1 or none of their

1 A word might be said here about the practice of Jajmani whereby
competition is avoided between the members of a caste. The word 'Jajmani'
means clientele. The social codes of the various Bhangi sub-castes pre-
vent a member from serving another's clients without the latter's approval.
Transgression of this rule is promptly punished by the caste panchayats,
the penalty varying from simple fine to excommunication. As each man
owes allegiance only to his own sub-caste, this mode of regulating compe-
tition usually proves ineffectual where members of more than one sub-
caste are found. There is nothing, for instance, except mutual understand-
ing that can prevent a Hela from poaching on a Lalbegi's Jajmani. That
the different Bhangi sub-castes' can come to terms and create a united
front where common interests are involved has been shown by the recent
successful strikes staged by these people to get their demands accepted
by local bodies. (See note on Sweepers' strikes at the end of this chapter.)
Jajmani rights, it may be mentioned, are heritable and transferable. The
U. P. Banking Enquiry Committee found that in three districts 84 Jajmanis
had been mortgaged, and most of these belonged to Bhangis. (Report
Vol. I, pp. 129 and 137.) At times Bhangis can sell their Jajmani rights for
as much as two hundred rupees. This mode of checking" competition
between the different .members of a caste is even at the present time
very effective in the case of castes like Doms and Bhangis which are still